
Tetrahedron Letters 50 (2009) 4558–4562
Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Tetrahedron Letters

journal homepage: www.elsevier .com/ locate / tet let
Radical-initiated cyclization as a key step for the synthesis
of oxoprotoberberine alkaloids

Chih-Shone Lee a,*, Tsung-Ching Yu a, Jian-Wen Luo a, Yen-Yao Cheng a, Che-Ping Chuang b

a Department of Chemistry, National Sun Yat-Sen University, Kaohsiung 80424, Taiwan, ROC
b Department of Chemistry, National Cheng Kung University, Tainan 70101, Taiwan, ROC

a r t i c l e i n f o a b s t r a c t
Article history:
Received 27 December 2008
Revised 23 May 2009
Accepted 27 May 2009
Available online 30 May 2009

Keywords:
Alkaloids
Oxoprotoberberine
Radical-initiated cyclization
0040-4039/$ - see front matter � 2009 Elsevier Ltd. A
doi:10.1016/j.tetlet.2009.05.095

* Corresponding author. Tel.: +886 7 525 3947; fax
E-mail address: shonle@faculty.nsysu.edu.tw (C.-S
The oxoprotoberberine alkaloids 1a–d have been synthesized efficiently from the enamide derivatives
2a–d by a radical-initiated cyclization reaction utilizing n-Bu3SnH/AIBN and CuCl. The enamide deriva-
tives 2a–d were prepared from phenylethylamine analogues 5a–b, followed by acylation with acetic
anhydride, Bischler–Napieralski cyclization with POCl3 and benzoylation with the corresponding bromo-
benzoyl chloride, respectively.

� 2009 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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Protoberberines and relative analogues, 8-oxoprotoberberines
(Fig. 1) are important group of isoquinoline alkaloids that possess
a variety of pharmacological activities.1,2 Many of them are found
in medicinal plants of the genera Berberis and Coptis,3,4 which have
been used in China and Japan for centuries as a folk medicine in
treatment of jaundice, dysentery, diarrhoea and hypertension.
Oxoprotoberberine alkaloids with ortho-diphenolic substitution
on Ring D are found to exhibit cytotoxic, antioxidant and dopami-
nergic activities.5 8-Oxoberberine (1e), a derivative of tetrahydrob-
erberine, exerted antiarrhythmic activity and negative
chronotropic actions on rat atrial preparations in our previous
studies.6 Recently, oxoprotoberberine alkaloids isolated from the
stems of Cocculus orbiculatus7 were also reported to inhibit basal
and TPA-mediated PGE2 level.8

Many synthetic routes to the biologically active protoberberine or
oxoprotoberberine alkaloids have been investigated for a long
time.9,10 Most of these synthetic strategies for oxoprotoberberine
alkaloids involved the construction of protoberberine first, and fol-
lowed by oxidative conversion in the reaction sequence. Herein we
try to develop a facile synthesis of oxoprotoberberine alkaloids (1a–
d) for further biological investigations. The retrosynthetic analysis
to construct oxoprotoberberines is shown in Scheme 1. This synthetic
strategy involved an intramolecular radical-initiated cyclization. The
choice for the preparation of key intermediate enamides 2a–d was
based on our previous study on a one-pot reductive-cyclization syn-
thesis of rutaecarpine. A key precursor of enamide with isomerized
exocyclic double bond was formed during the benzoylation process.11
ll rights reserved.
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. Lee).
The enamide intermediates 2a–d can be readily synthesized by treat-
ing dihyroisoquinolines 4a–b with a variety of benzoyl chloride deriv-
atives. The formation of enamides 2a–d could offer a flexible
synthetic approach to a range of oxoprotoberberine analogues. Sub-
stitutions on ring A or D are easily introduced using appropriate
precursors.

The requisite dihydroisoquinolines 4a–b can be prepared from
commercially available phenylethylamines 5a–b (Scheme 2).
Treatment of phenylethylamines 5a–b with acetic anhydride gave
the N-acetylated products 6a–b. Subsequent Bischler–Napieralski
cyclization12 employing POCl3 in toluene afforded dihydroisoquin-
olines 4a–b in good yields.

The bromobenzoyl chloride derivatives, prepared from the cor-
responding benzoic acids 3a–c with SOCl2, were added to the dihy-
1d : R1 = OMe, R2 = R3 = R4 = R5 = H
1e : R1 = R2 = -OCH2O-, R4 = R5 = OMe, R3 = H

Figure 1. Oxoprotoberberine analogues.
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Scheme 1. Retrosynthetic analysis of 1a–d.
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Radical cyclization reaction of enamide 2a
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Entry Compound Solvent nBu3SnH (equiv) AIBN (equiv) Product ratio (7: 1a) Yield (7+1a) (%)

1 2a Benzene 2 0.1 6:1 46
2 2a Benzene 3 0.1 6:1 44
3 2a Benzene 2 0.2 4:1 48
4 2a Benzene 2 0.5 1:3 32
5 2a Toluene 2 0.2 4:1 38
6 2a Toluene 2 0.4 1:3 30
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3a : R3 = R4 = OMe
3b : R3 = R4 = H
3c : R3 = H, R4 = OMe

2a : R1 = R2 = R3 = R4 = OMe, 86%
2b : R1 = R2 = OMe, R3 = R4 = H, 93%
2c : R1 = R4 = OMe, R2 = R3 = H, 88%
2d : R1 = OMe, R2 = R3 = R4 = H, 84%

Scheme 2. Synthesis of enamide derivatives 2a–d.
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droisoquinolines 4a–b to afford the requisite benzoylated enamide
derivatives 2a–d in good yields. Bromobenzoic acid derivatives
3a–c are either commercially available or prepared according to
the known procedures from benzaldehyde derivatives.13,14
We then took enamide 2a to investigate the possibility of an
intramolecular radical cyclization reaction (Table 1). The reaction
solution was stirred in benzene or toluene at reflux under high
dilution by adding n-Bu3SnH/AIBN via syringe pump. Numerous
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reaction conditions have been examined in the ring cyclization
process. Sequential radical cyclization reaction and spontaneous
oxidation of dehydrogenation process afforded 7 and 1a as mixture
of adducts. The desired products in this reaction process could be
accomplished by adding n-Bu3SnH and AIBN in a 5 h period under
reflux in benzene (Table 1). The ratio of reaction adducts mixture 7
and 1a was determined by signal integration of 1H NMR of these
two compounds.

The synthetic studies in Table 1 showed that radical cyclization
of enamides 2a could afford oxoprotoberberine 1a and its C13-13a
saturated adduct 7 in moderate yield. Slow addition of 2 equiv
n-Bu3SnH and 0.2 equiv AIBN to a benzene solution of 2a–d under
reflux condition for 5 h generated 8-oxoprotoberberines 1a–d and
related C13-13a saturated adducts in 48% yields (Table 1, entry 3).
Alternatively, the radical cyclization mixtures were not purified.
Subsequent dehydrogenation of the mixtures with DDQ gave oxo-
protoberberines 1a–d (Scheme 3). To our knowledge, there are
N
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Scheme 3. Synth
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Cu(I)-mediated radical cyclization
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Scheme 4. Toal syn
only limited reports regarding the synthesis of oxoportoberberines
using n-Bu3SnH/AIBN-initiated reaction in moderate yields as we
have achieved.15 We then tried to reexamine the cyclization path-
way to optimize the yield of oxoprotoberberine alkaloids.

Literature search showed that copper(I)-mediated halogen
atom transfer radical cyclizations have attracted considerable re-
search interest for years.16 Recently, more copper(I)-mediated ac-
tive reactions have been developed to facilitate the cyclization of
monobromoderivatives.17 Therefore, we envisaged the possibility
of activating an intramolecular 6-endo ring cyclizations during
the construction of oxoprotoberberines. We found that utilization
of CuCl with n-Bu3SnH/AIBN during this cyclization reaction pro-
cess dramatically increased the yield of 8-oxoprotoberberine 1a
with minor amount of C13-13a saturated adduct 7 (Table 2). The
addition of 2 equiv CuCl in n-Bu3SnH/AIBN radical-initiated cycli-
zation reaction afforded a clean ring-cyclized 8-oxoprotoberberine
1a as the only product in 75% yield (Table 2, entry 3). However,
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esis of 1a–d.

N

7

O
+

N

MeO

MeO

1a

O

OMe

OMe
OMe

OMe

(eq. 2)

quiv) CuCl (equiv) Product ratio (7: 1a) Yield (7+1a) (%)
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thesis of 1a–d.
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Scheme 5. Cu(I)-mediated radical cyclization.
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treating 1 or 1.5 equiv of CuCl in n-Bu3SnH/AIBN radical-initiated
cyclization generated a mixture of 7 and 1a with only 50–56% of
the ring-closure adducts (Table 2, entries 1 and 2). Presumably
Cu(I) could activate this n-Bu3SnH/AIBN-initiated radical reaction,
and also accomplished a Cu(I)-oxidation during the cyclization
process. As shown in Scheme 4, this radical cyclization reaction
using n-Bu3SnH/AIBN and 2 equiv of CuCl yielded the desired 8-
oxoprotoberberine alkaloids 1a–d with good yields.18

In conclusion, we have developed a new method for the synthe-
sis of 8-oxoprotoberberines 1a–d. These 8-oxoprotoberberines
were formed presumably via the 6-endo cyclization of radical
intermediates 8a–d and subsequent Cu(I) oxidation of 10a–d
(Scheme 5). The Cu(I)-mediated n-Bu3SnH/AIBN radical cyclization
process is feasible to afford the oxoprotoberberine. Thus, the meth-
odology applying CuCl to radical-initiated cyclization for the
synthesis of alkaloids is noteworthy.
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Dimethoxy-8-oxoberberine (1c): mp 187 �C. (lit.10a mp 180 �C). IR (CHCl3, cm�1)
1644; 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3) d 2.98 (t, J = 6.0 Hz, 2H), 3.86 (s, 3H), 3.94 (s,
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J = 2.7 Hz, 1H); 13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3) d 28.86, 39.77, 55.39, 55.64, 101.28,
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7.53 (d, J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 7.61 (t, J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 7.75 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H), 8.42 (d,
J = 8.1 Hz, 1H); 13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3) d 28.82, 39.57, 55.39, 101.32, 112.61,
113.62, 122.86, 124.45, 125.91, 126.04, 126.60, 127.91, 132.16, 136.77, 137.08,
137.44, 160.47, 162.16; LRMS (EI, 70 eV) m/z (%) 277 (M+, 97.75%).


